HOW TO MAKE A TYRE OTTOMAN
THINGS YOU’LL NEED:
An old tyre
30m of rope
Scissors
Hot glue gun
Glue sticks
Drill
Plywood
Screws
Wooden legs or wheels (optional)
Safety gear (when using jigsaw)
METHOD:
CUTTING THE PLYWOOD DISCS
1. Measure the diameter of your tyre (the width of it). This will be the diameter of the plywood
circles you are going to cut (one to cover the top, the other; the bottom). Measuring anywhere
between the start of the tread and say the bottom of the lettering (pictured below) should be
fine.
2. So once you find the diameter, take your plywood and measure a circle with the corresponding
diameter onto it. For the sake of this example let’s say the diameter is 60cm. Of course, this is
all dependent on the specific tyre you end up using (so it is subject to vary).
3. Use a compass to draw the circle accurately onto the plywood

4. Use a jig saw to cut out the circle, follow along the guides you just traced with your compass.

5. Sand down the rough edges of the circle using either sand paper or a power sander.

TIPS
The purpose of the wood is to cover the donut hole. That’s why it’s not really that important to get the
exact measurements, you just need to create a flat surface to curl the rope over.
Don’t worry if the circle isn’t perfectly round and smooth. You are using a handheld saw and thus it
can be hard to get perfect curves. If the edges are a bit wobbly, it’s ok. It’s just going to be covered in
rope anyway.
You can cut the two plywood discs yourself using a jig saw but you could just as easily buy them cut,
or ask the staff at Bunnings to cut them to size for you.

MAKING THE OTTOMAN
1. First things first, clean the tyre.

2. To attach the plywood to the tyre. Place the wooden disc onto the tyre and drill about 4 screws
through the rubber (at 3, 6, 9, and 12 o’clock).

3. Flip it over, and add the other disc in the same manner.
4. Now you are ready to cover the tyre with rope. Start in the middle of the seat. Curl your rope
into a snail swirl and glue it down. Then continue winding the rope around, all the while gluing
as you go. It seems the popular approach is to glue a little line, press down the rope firmly to it,
and repeat all around the tyre.

5. Once you get a considerable amount done, flip it over and start moving your way up

6. When you reach the board and have covered all of the exposed rubber, cut the rope and glue
the end down securely. You don’t want it dangling annoyingly.

7. Screw the mounting plates to the underside of the ottoman (at 3, 6, 9, and 12 o’clock).

8. Then simply screw the furniture legs or wheels (whatever you decide to go with) into the
mounting plates.

9. Flip the chair/ottoman over. Now we’re are done.

TIPS
Wrapping the rope all the way across will take a lot of time. I would recommend not using thin rope
because then it will take even longer. Go for a decent thickness. But keep in mind that if you go the
thicker route, you must compensate with the appropriate amount of glue. Any rope becoming unstuck
would not be good.
We went for heavy duty, durable, plain rope but you can use whatever rope you want. If you make
this for indoors, you can use lightweight rope. You can use red rope, blue rope or green rope. The
world is your oyster.
You are going to go through a lot of glue, this is something you don’t want to be stingey on.
You don’t need to cover the bottom board in rope because it’s just the underside that’s going to be
either on the floor or out of view.
We are attaching wheels to the underside but if you don’t mind the ottoman just sitting straight on the
floor then you don’t have to!

