HOW TO DECORATE YOUR DOG KENNEL
THINGS YOU’LL NEED:
Rubber (black, 0.5 LM length)
Wood (2x 100mm x 700mm & 2x 100mm x 440mm)
Liquid nails
Sellotape
Craft knife
METHOD:
1. Choose a design, print it (to scale 1:1) on paper and put it aside for now. Keep it simple. Here
is the design Maihi used:

2. Place the wood onto the sheet of rubber and trace around it with a pencil (in the case of this
craft, the wood would be placed onto rubber (not fabric as in the picture) and also the wood
would be longer and thinner (not a square block).

3. Cut out the traced part of the rubber using a craft knife. It should exactly the same size of the
wood. The rubber will eventually be attached to the large, front facing plane of the wood. But
for now, put the wood aside, you won’t need it again until the end.
4. Place your to scale (1:1) design on top of the rubber you just cut. You shouldn’t be able to see
any rubber beneath because your design is to the scale of the rubber. Secure it with sellotape.
5. Using a ball point pen, trace over the top of the design heavily. Press down so that the pen
pierces the paper through to the rubber. Do not worry about the printed template, just rip
through it. You should be drawing on the rubber.
6. This should transfer the design to the rubber so that you may be able to see it and know where
to cut the rubber.
7. Using a craft knife, cut out the design carefully.
8. Now take your newly designed rubber and re-align it on top of the wood.
9. Glue it down (using clear dry glue) and then clamp it and allow it to dry. Clamp it by placing
another piece of wood on top and clamping the wood together (with the rubber between).
10. Once the glue is dry and you’ve removed the clamps, the final product should look like this:

TIPS
Before applying glue to the rubber, lay down some old newspaper to avoid mess.
When purchasing glue be sure to choose one that dries clear.
Choose a design that’s easy to cut out. Keep it simple.
Use a craft scalpel for a more accurate cut.
If the area you want to decorate is larger than an A4 piece of paper, then your to-scale printed design
will be larger than an A4 piece of paper. So how do we print the design? What we did to solve this
problem was divide the design in to parts, print them separately, cut them out and then tape them
together. Alternatively, you could print it at a professional place.
Be careful/mindful when using the craft knife to cut the piece of rubber and when cutting out the
design.
Avoid getting glue on skin.

