HOW TO MAKE A FLOATING SHELF
THINGS YOU’LL NEED:
90mm X 45mm framing timber
Half a sheet of plywood
Skill Saw
Clamps
Stud finder (optional)
Pencil
Electric drill
Level
100mm Tec screws
Shims (If needed)
Stain/Paint
Staining/Painting brush
PVA glue
Pin nails
Nail punch
Wood filler
40mm Zinc Screws
Chisel
Sand paper
25mm wood screws
Magnet door catcher

METHOD:
1. Using framing timber (90mm x 45mm) cut three framing members. Two sprockets cut from the
framing timber 600mm in length, and one ledger, 1200mm long.
2. Use a skill saw and a set of clamps to cut your piece of 12mm thick ply to measure two
separate pieces of 600m x 1200 mm. Clamping the wood down will insure a straight cut.
These two pieces of ply will make up the top and bottom of the shelf.
3. To be able to fasten the frame to the wall, locate the studs in the area where you are wanting
to mount the shelf, either by tapping or using a stud finder. It is important the shelf is fastened
to the studs in the walls otherwise the weight may damage your wall if it is not properly
supported.

4. Transfer the marked points for the studs onto the ledger and pre drill 5mm holes as close to
the top and bottom edges – this will help with distributing the weight and keep the frame
stable. Using a level, mark up a line on the wall where the top edge of the frame will be. Using
100mm Tech screws, drill the frame to the wall making sure it follows the level line and the
screws are hitting the studs. If the wall you are fastening the shelf to is not completely level
you may need to put shims behind the ledger to make it level.
5. The side and front panels will be made up of solid timber (oak or something similar) cut these
panels to match the measurements of the sides of the frame, and one that will be the front of
the drawer, the front one will need to measure ---make sure the side panels are cut to finish
flush to the front edge where the draw will finish.
6. Paint or stain the panels which will be fastened to the sides of the frame and the panel which
will be fastened to the front of the drawer as well as the piece of plywood, which will make up
the top and bottom of the shelf. When the stain or paint has dried, finish the outer of the shelf
by fastening the solid wood side panels to the sides of the frame and the plywood to the top
and bottom of the frame by using PVA glue and pin nails. To leave a clean finish make sure all
the nail holes you have made are punched and filled with wood filler.
7. To create the inner part of the drawer we will be using 12mm ply wood cut offs to make up the
three walls, two of which should measure ---. The third wall is the back of the drawer which will
need to be --- and one last separate piece for the bottom panel of the drawer which will need
to be --- in diameter.
8. Assemble the three walls using PVA Glue and screwing them together with 40mm Zinc
screws. Use the same method to attach the bottom panel of ply to the three ply walls.
9. Add a secret handle groove on the inner bottom edge of the front door panel by using a chisel
to make a comfortable groove for your fingers to grip and enable the draw to be opened and
closed. Next put in a stop block roughly ---- in size on the inside edge of the top panel, this will
stop the drawer from being pulled out completely.
10. Install draw shell and adjust front panel if needed. When panels are all lining up correctly fix
the front panel completely with 25mm wood screw making sure the doesn’t penetrate the front
of the panel. Add the magnet door catchers to each side to hold it closed.

