HOW TO CARE FOR BEES
THINGS YOU’LL NEED:
BEE DRINKING STATION
Grapevine or willow or twig wreath
Willow sticks
Glass bowl (choose one that sits snugly in your grape vine wreath)
Garden Rope
River rocks or stones - small to medium sized rocks
BEE HOTEL
Clippers or handsaw
Bamboo canes
Modelling clay
Twine/String
Small terra-cotta pot
Shepherds Hook to hang pot plant on
Pen marker
METHOD:
1. Gather willow branches (can also use other malleable sticks such as birch branches). The
longer the sticks the better.
2. Starting with a thicker variety stick, bend it into a circle and weave the ends into themselves.

3. Slowly start adding more – one by one – weaving them around the circular wreath. As it gets
larger, start using the thinner pieces.

4. Once wreath is made to desired thickness, gather 2 long pieces of rope (we have made our
ropes approx.. 4.5metres each.
5. Fold the pieces of rope in half to make the mid-point and use this as the centr point to make a
crisscross in the centre of the wreath.

6. Mark with a pen the centre of the wreath width on all 4 points of the wreath.

7. Tie 2 - 3 knots from the marked point outwards on all 4 pieces of the rope (NB: rope distance
is not too scale!!)

8. From the underneath of the wreath, thread the ropes in a crisscross shape through the middle
of the wreath to come through the top of the wreath.

9. Join all of the twine pieces together at the top and tie in a loop knot (TBC specifics of knot)
10. Hang the whole thing from a branch.
11. Collect the rocks. Make sure they get rocks of different sizes. If the rocks are collected from
areas that you’re not sure are pesticide free, soak them in a 50/50 mixture of vinegar and
water overnight and rinse thoroughly.
12. Place the rocks in the bowl. Arrange the rocks in the shallow but wide outdoor bowl (can be
find online or in gardening stores). Make sure that there are big rocks and small rocks mixed in
with one another—the bees need rocks to stand on to access the water.
13. Fill the bowl with water and place in the wreath hanger. Fill the bowl with fresh water so the
rocks are half covered and place it outside in your yard. If you have a flower garden, place the
bowl there or close to it. Bees have a hard time finding fresh water so place it near an area
where they normally travel.

TIPS
You could sit this feeder on a stand (an old birdbath, plant stand, or chair) or hang it from a tree
branch or garden pole.
The plate is not attached so it’s easy to remove, wash, and refill each day.
You can use glass marbles or shells or corks instead of rocks.
Feel free to add dry flowers, branches or other natural elements to decorate this new bee drinking
station.
Place the bowl in the garden or close to it. Bees have a hard time finding fresh water so if you place it
near an area where they normally travel to you make it easier for them to find.
Try to keep the water fresh as often as possible, this way the bees will know that it is a reliable
source of water. The ideal solution would be to have the bowl near an automatic watering system.
Once bees discover the source of water they'll visit throughout the day, but prime bee watching
occurs just before sundown as bees take their last drink before returning to the hive for the night.
The twine will probably need to be replaced once or twice a year, depending on wear and tear.

THE BEE HOTEL
1. Cut lengths of Bamboo. Use sharp clippers to cut short lengths of bamboo canes that will fit
into your pot. If the clippers are splitting the bamboo – opt for a handsaw. The natural variation
in diameter will attract different bee species.

2. Push them into a pot. Fill the base of a terra-cotta pot with modeling clay and push the cut
bamboo canes firmly into it. Continue doing this until the pot is packed tightly.

3. Hang your hotel. Tie raffia or string firmly around the pot and suspend it from a hook or attach
it to a wall. Choose a sheltered, sunny site, and angle the open end of the pot downward so
that the bamboo canes do not fill up with water when it rains.

TIPS
To make life even better for your resident bees, position the nest close to nectar-rich flowers. They
will then have only a short distance to travel for food, which will be a great help to them in spring.

