HOW TO MAKE SEED BOMBS
THINGS YOU’LL NEED:
2 parts compost
10 parts pottery clay mix from your local art store
4 parts water (in a bottle to add by drips)
Seeds of your choice (in individual trays)
Large tub to mix ingredients
METHOD:
1. Soak the seeds overnight. This will soften their outer shells and help them to germinate faster.
If there are seeds floating, discard them.

2. Mix compost with the clay.

3. Drip by drip add water to the mix until materials start binding together. You want it just moist
enough that when you squeeze a handful firmly, it stays together and doesn't fall apart when
you poke it with your finger. There should be no lumps. Add more water if necessary.

4. Take small bits of the clay mixture and roll in the palm of your hand.

5. Select which variety of seed you are going to use and place some seeds in the small clay mix.
(When adding the seeds, please don’t mix different variety of seeds). For Wildflower seeds –
put roughly 10 seeds in the flattened clay mix. For Native tree seeds – put roughly 5 seeds in
the flattened mix.

6. Fold the edges together and start kneading the mixture

7. Roll into a golf sized ball. The balls should hold together easily. If they’re crumbly, add more
water.

8. Dry seed balls for 24-48 hours in a shady place before sowing or storing. They store best in a
cardboard box.

9. Sow them! Place them carefully over the area to be planted or you can gently toss them one at
a time, which is a lot more fun. Don’t bury them and don’t water them!

TIPS
Some people use a slingshot to increase their range into large, abandoned areas.
Aim to land on soil rather than on solid rock or pavement.
Choose seeds of plants that match the growing conditions of your prospective planting site: shade,
sun, dry soil, moist soil, seasonal flooding, and so forth.
For wild areas, please select only plants that are native to your location!
Annual and perennial flowers are a terrific choice for abandoned gardens or empty lots in urban
areas, as are some veggies and herbs (especially if people will be able to get to the plants to harvest
them).
In your own garden, seed balls are a versatile technique. They are convenient for planting new
annual and perennial flowers in established beds where digging would be difficult and could damage
existing plants. Seed balls can help you successfully start just about any small seed that might not
make it without daily watering, perfect if you only get to your garden on weekends or for spaces
beyond the reach of the hose.
Make sure the seeds are native to the area, as you do not want your seedlings to upset your local
ecosystem.
As clay is a primary ingredient in kitty litter, some guerrilla seed bombers use kitty litter in place of
clay.
Consider where you’re “planting” your seed bomb and whether or not it is easily accessible at harvest
time.
Don’t seed bomb private property.
Also, these make a great gift!

